252                 To Sir Horace Mann               [1732

Lest we. should be too exalted by these successes, we
yesterday drank a cup of humiliation. Both Houses, in
very few hours, signed the absolute independence of Ireland4.
I shall not be surprised if our whole trinity is dissolved, and
if Scotland should demand a dissolution of the Union.
Strange if she alone does not profit of our distresses. It is
very true she was grown more fond of availing herself of
our prosperity.

There, there is a better cargo of news than I have sent
you for some years!

I have received yours with the melancholy account of
Lady William Campbell, and the enclosed for General
Con way. I shall probably see him ihis evening, for I am
confined by a little gout in my foot. I caught a violent
cold last week, which turned to a fever and great oppression
on my breast. Two bleedings carried off all entirely; but,
as I expected, left me this gout in lieu. However, I know
better how to manage an English mastiff that I am used to,
than a tiger from Afric.

lam concerned for your loss of Patch5. He had great
merit in my eyes in bringing to light the admirable paintings
of Masaccio, so little known out of Florence till his prints
disclosed them.

As our trophies arrived to-day, I was impatient to seize
them for you, but the |)ost set out last night, and will not
depart again till Tuesday, by which time I may be able to
send you another naval crown. I hate myself for being so
like a sportsman, who is going out to hunt, and hopes to be
able to make his friend a present of more game; but I doubt
we must wade through more destruction to peace. What
idiots are mankind to sacrifice themselves to the frantic

* On May 17 a bill was passed for        5 An English painter settled at
the repeal of the Act asserting the     Florence.    Waljpole,
legislative supremacy of England.of     Puerto Rico).
